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Diſtinguiſhing Marks, Ge. 


1 Jo RN iv. 1. 


Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the 
Spirits whether they are of GOD, becauſe 
many falſe Prophets are gone out into the 

World. 


E apoſtolical Age was an Age of 
the greateſt out-pouring of the Spi- 
1 rit of Gop that ever was. And that 
both as to the extraordinary Gifts 
of the Spirit, and alſo as to his or- 
dinary Operations, in convincing, 
: converting, enlightening and ſancti- 
fying the Souls of Men. But as the Influences of the 
true Spirit abounded, ſo Counterfeits did alſo then 
abound : The Devil mimicking, both the ordinary 
and extraordinary Influences of the Spirit of Gop. 
This made it neceſſary that the Church of CHRIS 
ſhould be furniſhed with ſome certain Rules and di- 
ſtioguiſning Marks, by which ſhe might proceed ſafely 
in judging of Spirits, and diſtinguiſh the true from 
the falſe. The giving ſuch Rules is the plain Deſign 
of this Chapter, where we have this Matter expreſly 
| A 2 | treated 
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treated of. The Apoſtle here, of ſet Purpoſe, under. 
takes to ſupply the Church of Gop with ſuch Marks 
of the true Spirit as may be plain and ſafe, and ſurely 
diſtinguiſning, and well accommodated to Uſe and 
Practice. And that the Subject might be clearly and 
ſufficiently handled, he inſiſts upon it throughout the 
Chapter: Which makes it wonderful that what is 
jaid in this Chapter, is no more taken Notice of at 
this Time, when that which is ſo remarkable appears; 
ſuch an uncommon Operation on the Minds of People ; 
and there is ſuch a Variety of Opinions concerning 
it, and fo much Talk about the Work of the Spirit. 
2. The Apoſtle is led to diſcourſe on this Subject 
by an Occaſional Mention of the Indwelling of the 
Spirit, as the ſure Evidence of an Intereſt in Chrift, 
in the laſt Verſe of the foregoing Chapter. And he 
tvat Reepeth his Commandments dawelleth in him, and 
he in him ; ond hereby we know that he abideth in us, 
hy the Spirit which he hath given us. Whence we 
may infer, That his Deſign in this Chapter is not 
only to give Marks whereby to diſtinguiſh the true 
Spirit from the falſe in his extraordinary Gifts of 
Prophecy and Miracles, but alſo in his ordinary In- 
Huaences on the Minds of his People. 
3. The Words of the Text are an Introduction to 
this Diſcourſe, of the diſtinguiſhing Signs of the true 
and falſe Spirit. Before the Apoſtle proceeds to lay 
down theſe Signs, he exhorts the Chriſtians he writes 
to, to care in this Matter. And, 1. Here is the Duty 
of trying the Spirits urged, with a Caution annex'd, 
againſt over Credulouſneſs: Beloawed, believe not every 
Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they are of GOD. 
2. The Neceſſity of this Duty is ſhewn from this, 
That there were many Counterfeits, becauſe many 
Failſe Prophets were gone out into the World. And theſe 
did not only pretend to have the Spirit of Gop in his 
extraordinary Gifts, but alſo to be eminently holy 
Perſons, to have much of his ordinary Influences on 
their Hearts. We are therefore to look upon theſe 
Words as a Direction to try their Pretences to the 
Spirit of God, in both theſe Reſpects. pe 
e ' ter 
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4. After the Apoſtle had thus warn'd Chriſtians, 
with reſpect to the Trial of Spirits, he immediately 
proceeds to give them Rules, by which they may 
ſafely proceed in judging of every Thing that has 
the Pretext of being either the ordinary or extraordi- 
nary Work of the Spirit of Gop. 
My Deſign therefore is to ſhew what are the true, 
certain and diſtinguiſhing Evidences of a Work of 
the Spirit of Gop, by which we may proceed ſafely 
in judging of any Operation we find in ourſelves, or 
ſee in others. | ; | 

5. And here I would obſerve, that we are to take 
the Scriptures as our Guide in this and in all Caſes. 
This is the ſtanding Rule which Gop has given to 
his Church, to guide them in all Things relating to 
| their Souls. And doubtleſs that Spirit that indited 
the Scriptures knew how to give us good Rules, by 
which to diſtinguiſh his Operations from all that is 
falſely pretended to be from him. And ſeeing he has 
done this, in the Chapter wherein is the Text; and 
done it more particularly and fully than any where 
elſe ; in my preſent Diſcourſe I ſhall go no where elſe 
for Marks for the Trial of Spirits, but ſhall confine 
myſelf to thoſe that I find here. r 

But before I proceed particularly to ſpeak to theſe, 
I would prepare my Way by firſt obſerving negative- 
ly, in ſome Inſtances, what are not Signs that we 
are to judge of a Work by, whether it be the Work 
of the Spirit of Gop or no. And eſpecially what 
are no Evidences that a Work that is wrought a- 
_ a People, is not the Work of the Spirit of 

o. . 


6. Firſt, Nothing can certainly be concluded from this, 
That the York that appears is carried on in a Way very 
unuſual and extraordinary. Tis no Sign that a Work 
is not the Work of the Spirit of Gop, that it is car- 
ried on in ſuch a Way as the ſame Spirit heretofore 
has not been wont to carry on his Work; provided 
the Variety or Difference be ſuch, as may ſtill be 
comprehended within the Limits of thoſe Rules which 
the Scriptures have given to diſtinguiſh a Work of the 
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Spirit of Gop by. What we have been uſed to, or |! 


what the Church of Gop has been uſed to, is not a 
Rule by which we are to judge whether a Work be 
the Work of Gop, becauſe there may be new and 
extraordinary Works of Gop. Gop has heretofore 
wrought in an extraordinary Manner; he has brought 
thoſe Things to paſs that have been new Things, 
ftrange Works; and has wrought in ſuch a Manner 
as to ſurprize both Men and Angels: And as Gop 
has done thus in Times paſt, ſo we have no Reaſon 
to think but that he will do ſo ſtill. The Prophecies 
of Scripture give us Reaſon to think that Gop has 
{till new Things to accompliſh, Things that have ne- 
ver yet been ſeen. No Deviation from what has hi- 
therto been uſual, let it be never ſo great, is an Ar- 
gument that a Work is not the Work of the Spirit of 
Gov, if it be no Deviation from the Rule that Gop 
has given, to judge of a Work of his Spirit by. The 
Spirit of Gop is ſovereign in his Operations; and we 
kncw that he uſes a great Variety; and we can't tell 
how great a Variety he may uſe, within the Compais 
of the Rules he himſelf has fixed. We ought not to 
limit Gop where he has not limited himſelf, If a 
Work be never ſo different from what has formerly 
been, yet if it agrees in thoſe Things that the Word 
of Gop has given us as the diſtinguiſhing Signs of a 


[ 
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Work of his Spirit, that is ſufficient to determine us 


in its Favour, 

7. Therefore tis not reaſonable to determine that 
a Work is not the Work of Go p's Spirit, becauſe of 
the extraordinary Degree in which the Minds of Per- 
ſons are influenced. If they ſeem to have an extra- 
ordinary Conviction of the dreadful Nature of Sin, 
and a very uncommon Senſe of the Miſery of it, or 
extraordinary Views of the Certainty and Glory of 
divine Things; and are proportionably moved with 
very extraordinary Affections of Fear and Sorrow, 
Defire, Love or Joy : Or if the Change that ſeems to 
be made in Perſons be very ſudden, and the Work 
carried on with very unuſual Swiftneſs, and the Per- 


ſons that are thus ſtrangely affected are very many, 
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and many of them are very young; and alſo be very 
unuſual in many, other Circumſtances, not infringing 
upon Scripture Marks of a Work of the Spirit ; theſe 
Things are no Argument that the Work is not a 
Work of the Spirit of Gop. | 

The extraordinary Degree of Influence, if in its 
Nature it be agreeable to the Rules and Marks given 
in Scripture, is rather an Argument in its Fayovr 
for by how mach the higher Degree that is in, which 
is in its Nature agreeable to the Rule, ſo much the 
more is there of Conformity to the Rule, and fo much 
the more evident is that Conformity. 

8. There is a great Aptneſs in Perſons to doubt of 
Things that are ſtrange ; eſpecially it is difficult for 
elderly Perſons to think that to be right which they 
have been never uſed to, and have not heard of in 
the Days of their Fathers. But if it be a good Ar- 
gument that a Work is not from Gop, becauſe it is 
very unuſual, then it always was ſo, and was ſo in the 
Apoſtle's Days. For, the Work of the Spirit of Gop 
that was wrought then, was carried on in a Manner, 
that, in very many Reſpects, was altogether new. 
There were ſuch Things then, as neither the Jews, 
then living, nor their Fathers, had ever ſeen or heard. 
Yea ſuch as never had been ſince the World ſtood : 
The Work was carried on with more viſible and re- 


markable Power than ever had been before; never 


were there ſeen before ſuch mighty and wonderful 
Effects of the Spirit of Gop, in ſuch ſudden Changes, 
and ſuch great Engagedneſs and Zeal in ſuch Multi- 
tudes ; ſuch a great and ſudden Alteration in Towns, 
Cities and Countries ; ſuch a ſwift Progreſs, and vaſt 
Extent of the Work. | i 

And we have Reaſon from Scripture Prophecy to 
ſuppoſe, that at the Commencement of the laſt and 
greateſt Out- pouring of the Spirit of Gop, the Man- 
ner of the Work will be very extraordinary, and ſuch 
as never has yet been ſeen; ſo that there ſhall be 
Occaſion then to ſay, as in Jai. lxvi. 8. Who hath 
heard ſuch a Thing? Who hath ſeen ſuch Things ? 
Shall the Earth be made to bring forth in one Day? 


hall 
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Shall a Nation be born at once? For as ſoon as Zion 
travailed, ſhe brought forth her Children. It may be 
reaſonably expected that the extraordinary Manner of 
the Work then, will bear ſome Proportion to the very 
extraordinary Events, and that glorious Change in 
the State of the World, Gop will be about to bring 
to paſs by it. | | wy 

9. Secondly, A Work is not to be judged of by 
any Efedts on the Bodies of Men; ſuch as Tears, 
Trembling, Groans, loud Outcries, Agonies of Body, 
or the failing of bodily Strength. The Influence the 
Minds of Perſons are under, 1s not to be judged of 


one Way or the other, whether it be from the Spi- 


rit of Gop or no, by ſuch Effects on the Body; and 
the Reaſon is, becauſe the Scripture no where gives us 
any ſuch Rule. We can't conclude that Perſons are 
under the Influence of the true Spirit, becauſe we 
ſee ſuch Effects upon their Bodies, becauſe this is not 
given as a Mark of the true Spirit : Nor, on the 
other Hand, have we any Reaſon to conclude, from any 
ſuch outward Appearances, that Perſons are not under 
the Influence of the Spirit of Go p, becauſe there is 
no Rule of Scripture given us to judge of Spirits by, 
that does either expreſly or indirectly exclude ſuch 
Effects on the Body; nor does Reaſon exclude them. 
Tis eafily accounted for from the Nature of divine 
and eternal Things, and the Nature of Man, and the 


Laws of the Union between Soul and Body, how a 


true and proper Senſe of Things, ſhould have ſuch Ef- 
feats on the Body, even thoſe that are of the moſt ex- 
traordinary Kind; ſuch as taking away the bodily 
Strength, or throwing the Body into great Agonies, and 
extorting loud Outcries. 'There are none of us but 
ſuppoſe, that the Miſery of Hell is fo dreadful, and 
Eternity ſo vaſt, that if a Perſon ſhould have a clear 
Apprehenſion of that Miſery as it is, it would be more 
than his feeble Frame could bear; and eſpecially, 
if at the ſame Time he ſaw himſelf in great Danger 
of it, and to be utterly uncertain whether he ſhould 
be delivered from it, yea, and to have no Security 


from it one Day or Hour. We need not then wonder, 


that 
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that when Perſons have a very great Senſe of that 
which is ſo amazingly dreadful, and alſo a great View 
of their own Wickedneſs and Gop's Anger, Things 
ſeem to them to forebode immediate Deſtruction. 
We ſee the Nature of Man to be ſuch, that when he 
is in Danger of fome Calamity that is very terrible to 
him, he is ready upon every Occaſion - to think that 
ow it is coming: As when Perſons Hearts are full 


of Fear, in Time of War, they are ready to tremble 


at the ſhaking of a Leaf, and to expect the Enemy 
every Minute, and to ſay within themſelves, now 1 
ſhall be ſlain. If we ſhould ſuppoſe that a Perſon ſaw 
himſelf hanging over a great Pit, full of fierce and 
glowing Flames, by a Thread that .he knew to be 
_ weak,-and not ſufficient long to bear his Weight, 
an 


knew that Multitudes had been in ſuch Circum-, 


ſtances before, and that moſt of them had fallen and 
periſhed ; and ſaw nothing within Reach, that he 


could take hold of to fave him; what Diſtreſs would 


he be in? How ready to think that zow the Thread 
was breaking; now this Minute he ſhould be ſwal- 
lowed up in theſe Flames? And would not he be 


ready to cry out in ſuch Circumſtances ? How much 


more thoſe that ſee themſelves in this Manner hang- 
ing over an infinitely more dreadful Pit, or held over 


it in the Hand of Gop, whom at the ſame time they 


ſee to be exceedingly provoked ? No wonder they 
are ready to expect every Moment when this angry 


Gop will let them drop ; and no wonder they cry out 


of their Miſery ; and no wonder that the Wrath of 
Gop, when manifeſted but a little to the Soul, over- 
bears human Strength. | 

10. So it may eaſily be accounted for, how a true 
Senſe of the glorious Excellency of the Lord Jesus 


_ CHrrsrT, and of his dying Love, ſhould be ſuch as 


to overcome the bodily Strength. We all own, that 
no Man can ſee Gov. and live; and that 'tis but a 
very ſmall Part of that Apprehenſion of the Glory and 
Love of Cuxisr, which the Saints in Heaven en- 
joy, that our preſent Frame can bear: Therefore tis 
not at all ſtrange that Gop ſhould ſometimes give his 

Saints 
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Saints ſuch Foretaſtes of Heaven, as to diminiſh their 
bodily Strength. 5 
11. But ſome object againſt ſuch extraordinary Ap- 

arances, that we have no Inſtances of them recorded 
in the New Teſtament. If this ſhould be allowed, 
I ſee no Force in the Objection, ſince neither Rea- 
ſon, nor any Rule of Scripture excludes ſuch Things. 
don't know that we have any expreſs Mention in 
the New Teſtament of any Perſon's weeping, or groan- 
ing, or ſighing, thro' Fear of Hell, or a Senſe of 
Gop's Anger; but is there any Body ſo fooliſh as 
from hence to argue, that in whomſoever theſe Thin 


appear, their Convictions are not from the Spirit of 


Gop? And the Reaſon why we don't argue thus, is, 
becauſe theſe are eaſily accounted for, from what we 
know of the Nature of Man, and from what the 
Scriptures inform us in general, concerning the Na- 
ture of eternal Things, and the Nature of the Con- 
victions of Gop's Spirit; ſo that there is no Need 
that any Thing ſhould be ſaid in particular concern- 


ing theſe external, circumſlantial Effects. But tho! 


they are not particularly recorded, yet there is great 
Reaſon to think, from the general Accounts we have, 
that it could not be otherwiſe: And that that great 


Out- pouring of the Spirit which then was, was not 


wholly without thoſe extraordinary Effects on Perſons 
Bodies. The Jaylor, in particular, ſeems to have 


been an Inſtance of that Nature, when he, in the 


utmoſt Diſtreſs and Amazement, came trembling, and 
fell down before Paul and Silas: His falling down at 
that Time does not appear a deſigned putting himſelf 
into a Poſture of Supplication ; for * ſeems not to 
have ſaid any Thing to them then; but he firſt brought 
them out, and then he ſays to them, Stirs, what muff 
1 d to be ſaved ? Acts xvi. 29, 30. 1 he P/almift 
gives Account of himſelf crying out aloud, and a yet 
ſtronger, of a = weakening of his Body, under 
Convictions, and a Senſe of the Guilt of Sin, P/. 


xxxii. 3, 4. When 1 _ Silence my Bones waxed old, 


through my roaring all the Day long; for Day and 


Night 
S 


+ 


* „ 
Night thy Hand was heavy upon me, my Maijture is 
turned into the Drought of Summer. h 
12. We read of the Diſciples, Matth. xiv. 26. that 
when they ſaw Cyr 1sT coming to them in the Storm, 
and took him for ſome terrible Enemy, they cried out 
for Fear: Why therefore ſhould it be thought ſtrange, 
that Perſons ſhould cry out for Fear, when Gop ap- 
pears to them as their terrible Enemy, and they ſee 
themſelves in Danger of being ſwallowed up in the 
Bottomleſs Gulf of eternal Miſery ? 


13. Tis a weak Objection, That the Impreſſions 


Ent huſiaſts are under, have been wont to have a great 


Effet on their Bodies. That the Puakers uſed to 
tremble, is no Argument that Paul, and the Faylor 
did not tremble from real Convictions of Conſcience. 
Indeed all ſuch Objections from Effects on the Body, 
let them be greater or leſs, ſeem to be exceeding fri- 
volous ; they that argue from hence, are going in 
the Dark. They know not what Ground they go 
npon, nor what Rule they go by. The Root and 
Cauſe of Things is to be looked at, and the Nature 
of the Operations and Affections that Perſons Minds 
are under, are what are to be enquired into, and ex- 
amined by the Rule of Gop's Word, and not the 
Motions of the Blood and animal Spirits. 

14. Thirdly, *Tis no Argument that an Operation 
on the Minds of a People, is not the Work of the Spi- 


rit of Gop, Thar it occafions a great ado, and a great 


deal of Noiſe about Religion. For tho' true Religion 
does not delight in the Applauſe of Men, yet ſuch is 
human Nature, that 'tis morally impoſſible there 
ſhould be a great and general Concern, and En- 
10 edneſs of Mind amongſt a People, and yet but 
ittle ſaid or done that ſhould be publickly obſervable ; 
or that it ſhould not cauſe a viſible and open Com- 
motion and Alteration amongſt that People. 


Surely, tis no Argument that the Minds of Per- 


ſons are not under the Influence of God's Spirit, 
that they are very much moved. For eternal 
Things are ſo great, and of ſuch vaſt Concern, that 


there is a great Abſurdity in Men's being but mode- 
| ns | rately 
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612) . 
rately moved by them, And when was there ever any 
ſuch Thing ſince the World ſtood, as a People in ge- 
neral being greatly affected, in any Affair whatſo- 
ever, without Noiſe or Stir? The Nature of Man 
will not allow it. | 

15. Indeed CHRIS r ſays, Luke xvii. 20. The King- 
dom of GOD cometh not with Obſervation : That 
is, not with outward and viſible Pomp. And yet it 
ſhall not be ſet up in the World, on the Ruins of Sa- 
tan's Kingdom, without a mighty Change in the State 


of Things; to the Obſervation and Aitoniſhment of f 


the whole World. This is declared in the Prophecies 
of Scripture, and by CHRIST himſelf, in this very 
Place, in his own Explanation of thoſe very Words, 
ver. 24. For as the Lightning that lightneth out of one 
Part under Heaven, ſpineth unto. the other Part under 
Heaven, fo ſhall alſo the Son of Man be in his Day. 
This is to diſtinguiſh Ca &18T's coming to ſet up his 


Kingdom, from the coming of fal/e Chrifts, which ne 


tells us will be in a private Manner in the Deſerts, 
and in the ſecret Chambers, whereas this Event ſhould 
be open and publick, in the Sight of the whole 


World, like Lightning that cannot be hid, but glares 


in every ones Eyes, and ſhines from one Side of Hea- 
ven to the other. ; | 
Accordingly we find, that when CurisT's King- 
dom came, by that remarkable pouring out of the 
Spirit in the Apoſtle's Days, it occaſioned a great 
Stir and Ado every where. What a mighty Oppoſi- 
tion was there in Feruſalem, on occaſion of that great 
Effuſion of the Spirit there? And ſo what great Ado 


in Samaria, Antioch, Epheſus, Corinth, and other 


Places? The Affair filled the World with Noiſe, and 

gave Occaſion to ſome to ſay of the Apoſtles, that 

they had turned the World upfide' down, Acts xvii. 6. 
16. Fourthly, Tis no Argument that an Opera- 


tion on the Minds of a People, is not the Work of 


the Spirit of Gop, That many who are the Subjechs of 
it, have great Impreſſions on their Imaginations. That 
Perſons have many Impreſſions on their Imaginations, 
does not prove that they have nothing elſe. It - 

| eaſy 


. (13) 
eaſy to be accounted for, that there ſhould be much 
of this Nature amongſt a People, where a great Mul- 
titude of all Kinds of Conſtitutions have their Minds en- 
gaged with intenſe Thought and ſtrong Affection about 
thoſeThings that are inviſible. Yea, it would be ſtrange 
if there ſhould not. We can't think of Things inviſible, 
without a Degree of Imagination. I dare appeal to 
any Man, whether he is able to fix his Thoughts on 
Car15sT, or the Things of another World, without 
imaginary Ideas attending his Meditations ? And the 
more engaged the Mind 1s, the more lively and ſtrong 
will the imaginary Idea ordinarily be ; eſpecially when 
the Contemplation 1s attended with any 'Thing of Sur- 
prize. As when the View a Perſon has is new, and 
takes ſtrong Hold of the Paſſions, either Fear or Joy ; 
and when the Change is ſudden, from a contrary Ex- 
treme, as from that which was extremely dreadful, 
to that which is extremely delightful. And it is no 
Wonder thati many Perſons don't well diſtinguiſh be- 
tween that which is imaginary, and that which is 
intellectual and ſpiritual ; and that they are apt to lay 
too much Weight on the imaginary Part, and are 
moſt ready to ſpeak of that in the Account they give 
of their Experiences, eſpecially Perſons of leſs Un- 
derſtanding. 7 | 

17. As Gop has given us ſuch a Faculty as the 
Imagination, and has ſo made us that we can't think 
of Things ſpiritual and inviſible, without ſome Exer- 
ciſe of this Faculty, ſo it appears to me, that this is 
really helpful to the other Faculties of the Mind, 
when a proper Ule is made of it ; tho' often, when 
the Imagination is ſtrong, and the other Faculties 
weak, it overbears them, And it appears to me ma- 
nifeſt in many Inſtances, that Gop has made Uſe of 


this Faculty to truly divine Purpoſes ; eſpecially in 


ſome that are more ignorant: He ſeems to conde- 


State of Ignorance and Minority, by Types and out- 
ward Repreſentations. I can ſee nothing unreaſon- 


able in ſuch a Suppoſition. Let others that have 
B 


much 


- 


ſcend to their Circumſtances, and deal with them as 
Babes; as of old he inſtructed his Church while in a 


( . | 


Examples that others ſet, and to follow them, 2 Cor, 
viii, 1—7. Heb. vi. 12. Phil. iii. 17. 1 Cor. iv. de 
ll 16. and Chap. xi. 1. 2 The}. iii. 9. 1 Te. i. 7. | 

1 Buy which it appears, that Example is one of Gob's a2 
jt Means; and certainly tis no Argument that a Work 


much Occaſion to deal with Souls in ſpiritual Con- geh 
| - Terns, Judge whether Experience don't confirm it. end 
| - 18. Fifthly, Tis no Sign that a Work wrought on mo 
| the Minds of People is not from the Spirit of Gop, fon 
| That Example is made Uſe of as a great Means of it, \ To 
| Tis ſurely no Argument that an Effect is not from y 
| Gop, that Means are made Uſe of in producing it ; Go 
I Ind it is no more an Argument, that this Means is in 
il Fade Uſe of, than if it was any other Means. Tis am 
ll ' agreeable to Scripture that Perſons ſhould be influ- on 
ll enced by one another's good Example : The Scrip- rat 
| ture direts us to ſet good Examples to that End, mi 
| Matth. v. 16. 1 Pet. iii. 1. 1. Tim. iv. 12. Ti. 
il ii, 7. andalſo directs us to be influenced by the good git 
i 


= is not the Work of Gop, that  op's own Means are cc 

| made Uſe of to effect it. | D 

19. And as this is a ſcripturol Way of carrying on 07 
{ 


God's Work, ſo 'tis a reaſonable Way. Tis no Ar- 
gument that Men are not inflienced by Reaſon, that 7 
they are influenced by Example. This Way of Per- 
ſons holding forth Truth to one another, has a Ten- þ 
dency to enlighten the Mind, and to convince Rea- 
ſon. None will deny, but that for Perſons to fignify 
Things one to another by Words, may rationally tend 
to enlighten their Minds. But the 8 Thing may 
be ſignified by Actions, and that more fully and effectu- 
ally. Words are of no Uſe but as they convey our 
Ideas to others; and this, Actions, in ſome Caſes, 
= muy do more fully. There is a Language in Actions; 
[i and in ſome Caſes, much more clear and convincing 
If than in Words. . Dy 
'Tis therefore no Argüment againſt the Goodneſs 
of the Effect, that one affects and ſtirs up another; 
or that Perſons are greatly affected by ſeeing others 
ſo ; yea, tho' the Impreſſion that is made upon them 
| ſhould be only by ſeeing the Tokens of extraordinary 
Affection in others, without hearing them ſay one 
Word. There may be Language %ufficient in their 
| De haviour 
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Behaviour only, to convey their Minds to others, 
and to ſignify to them the Senſe of Things they have, 
more than can poſſibly be done by Words. If a Per- 
ſon ſhould ſee another under ſome extreme bodily 
Torment, he might receive much more convincing 
Evidence what he ſuffered, by his Actions in his Mi- 
ſery, than he could do by the Words of a Relator. 
In like manner, he might receive a greater Idea of 
any Thing that is delightful, from the Behaviour of 
one that is in actual Enjoyment, than by the Nar- 
ration of another. I deſire this Matter may be exa- 

20. There never yet was a great Revival of Reli- 
gion, but that Example had a main Hand in it, So it 
was in the Time of the Reformation, and ſo it evi- 
dently was in that great Out- pouring of the Spirit that 
was in the Apoſtle's Days, in Jeruſalem, and Samaria, 
and Epbefas, and other Parts of the World; as will 
be moſt manifeſt to any one that attends to the Ag- 
counts we have in the As of the Apoſtles : As in thoſe 
Days one Perſon was moved by another, ſo one City 
or Town was influenced by the Example of another, 
1 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. So that ye were Enſamples to all that 
believe in Macedonia and Achaia, for from you ſounded 
out the Word of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but alſo in every Place your Faith ta God-avard 
is ſpread abroad. | | 

And 'tis foretold, that the Work of God ſhould 
be carried on very much by this Means, in the laſt 
great Qut-pouring of the Spirit, that ſhould introduce 
the glorious Day of the Church, ſo often ſpoken of in 
Scripture, Zech. viii. 21, 22, 23. And the Inhabitants 
of one City ſhall go to another, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily 


' to pray before the LORD, and to ſeek the LORD of 


Hoſts ; I will go alſo. Yea many People, and ſtrong 
Nations ſhall come to ſeek the LORD of Hoſts in ſeru- 
ſalem, and to pray before the LORD. Thus ſaith the 
LORD of Hoſts, in thaſe Days it ſhall come to paſs, 
that ten Men ſhall take hold, out of all Languages of the 
Nations, even ſhall take hold of the Skirt of him that is 
a Jew, ſaying, We will go with you, for we have heard 
that GOD is with you. | 


"B82 21. Sixthly, 


. | 0 
(16) 

21, Sixthly, *Tis no Sign that a Work that is 
wrought amongſt a People is not from the Spirit of 
Gop, That many that ſeem to be the Subjects of it, are 
guilty of great Imprudences and e in their 
Conduct. Tis no Wonder at all, that in a mixt Mul- 
titude of all Sorts, wiſe and unwiſe, young and old, 
who are under ſtrong Impreſſions of Mind, there 
are many that behave themſelves imprudently. There 
are but few that know how to conduct them under 
vehement Affections of any Kind; to do ſo requires 
a great deal of Diſcretion, and Strength and Steadi- 
neſs of Mind. A thouſand Imprudences won't prove 
a Work not to be the Work of the Spirit of Gop; 
yea, if there be not only Imprudences, but many 


Things prevailing that are irregular, and really con- 


trary to the Rules of God's holy Word. That it 
ſhould be thus may be well accounted for from the 
exceeding Weakneſs cf human Nature, together with 
the remaining Darkneſs and Corruption of thoſe that 
are yet the Subjects of the ſaving Influences of Go p's 
Spirit. 

FW. have a remarkable Inſtance in the New Teſta- 
ment, of a People that partook largely of that great 
Effuſion of the Spirit, among whom there neverthe- 
leſs abounded Imprudences and great Irregularities; 
and that is the Corinthians. There is ſcarce any 
Church more celebrated in the New Teſtament for 
being bleſſed with large Meaſures of the Spirit of 
Gop ; yet what manifold Imprudences, yea ſinful 


Irregularities, and ſtrange Confuſion did they run in- 


to, at the Lord's Supper, in other Parts of public 
Worſhip, in Contention about their 'Teachers, and 
even in the Exerciſe -of - their extraordinary Gifts, 
tho' they ſpake and ated by the immediate Inſpira- 
tion of the Spirit of Gop. 1 

22. Nay, if we ſee great Imprudences, and even 
ſinful Irregularities in ſome that are employed as great 
Inſtruments to carry on the Work, it won't prove it 
not to be the Work of Gop. The Apoſtle Peer 
himſelf, one of the chief Inſtraments of ſetting up 
the Chriſtian Church in the World, when he was ac- 


and 


tually engaged in this Work, was guilty of a great 
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and ſinful Error in his Conduct; of which the Apoſtle 
Paul ſpeaks, Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13. But when Peter was 
come to Antioch, I wwithflood him to the Face, becauſe 
he was to be blamed. For before that certain came 
from James, he did eat with the Gentiles, but when 
they were come, he withdrew, and ſeparated himſelf, 
fearing them that were of the Circumciſion 3 and the 
other Jews diſſembled likewiſe with him; inſomuch, 
that Barnabas alſo was carried away with their Diſſi- 
mulation. Now if the great Pillar of the Chriſtian 
Church was guilty of ſuch an Irregularity, is it any 
Wonder if other lefſer Inſtruments ſhould be guilty 
of many Irregularities? | | 

23. And here in particular, it is no Evidence that 
a Work is not the Work of Gop, if many that are 
the Subjects of it, or Inſtruments to carry it on, are 
guilty of too great a Forwardneſs #o cenſure others as 
Unconverted, either not duly apprehending the Lati- 
fade the Spirit of God uſes in the Methods of his 
Operations, or for Want of making due Allowance 
for that Infirmity and Corruption that may be left in 
the Hearts of true Believers. | 

Tis obſervable that there never was a Time of 
great Reformation, a Spirit of Zeal in the Church of 
Gap, but that it has been attended with Irregula- 
rity, running out ſome Way or other into an undue 
Severity, Thus in the Apoſtle's Days, a great deal 
of Zeal was ſpent about unclean Meats, both Parties 
condemning one another, While St. Paul had Charity 
for both: He that eats, ſays he, to the Lord he eats, 
and giveth God Thanks; and he that eateth not, to the 
Lord he eateth not, and giveth God Thanks, 80 in 
the Church of Corinth, they had got into a Way of 
extolling ſome Miniſters, and cenſuring others, and 
were puffed up tor one againſt another: But yet theſe 
Things were no Sign that the Work then carried on, 
was not the Work of Gon. After this, when Re- 
ligion was ſtill flouriſhing in the World, and a Spirit 
of eminent Holineſs prevailed, the Zeal of Chriſtians 
run out into a very improper Severity, in the Exer- 
ciſe of Church Diſcipline — Delinquents. 8 

. | 3 | 
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Apoſtles Days were innumerable, both of thoſe that 
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that glorious Revival of Religion, in the Time of the 
Reformation, Zeal in many Inſtances appeared in a 
very improper Severity, and even a Degree of Per- 
ſecution. Yea in ſome of the moſt eminent Refor- 
mers; as in the great Calvin in particular: And ma- 
ny were guilty of ſeverely cenſuring others that dif- 
fered from them in Opinion. | 

24. Seventhly, nor are many Errors in Judgment, 
and ſome Deluſions of Satan intermixed with the Work, 
any Argument that the Work in general is not the 
Work of the Spirit of Gop. If many Deluſions of 
Satan appear at the ſame Time that a great religious 
Concern prevails, it is not an Argument that the 
Work in general is not the Work of Gop, any more 
than it was an Argument in Egypt, that there were 
no true Miracles wrought there, by the Hand of God, 
becauſe Jannes and Fambres wrought falſe Miracles at 
the ſame 1ime by the Hand of the Devil. Yea the 
ſame Perſons may be the Subjects of much of the 
Influences of the Spirit of Gop, and yet in ſome 
Things be led away by the Deluſions of the Devil. 
And. this is no more a Paradox than many other 


Things that are true of real Believers, in the preſent 
State, where Grace dwells with ſo much Corruption 


remaining for a while together in the ſame Heart. 
'Many good Men have undoubtedly, in this and other 
Ages, expoſed themſelves to grievous Deluſions, by 
an Aptneſs to lay too much Weight on Impulſes and 
Impreſſions, as if they were immediate Revelations 
from Gop, to ſignify ſomething future, or to direct 
them where to go, and what to do. 

25. Eighthly, if ſome fall away into groſs Errors, 
or ſcandalous Practices, tis no Argrment that the 
Work in general is not the Work of the Spirit of 
Gop. hat there are ſome Counterfeits is no Argu- 


ment that nothing is true; ſuch Things are always 


expected in a Time of Reformation. If we look into 
Church Hiſtory, we ſhall. find no Inſtance of a great Re- 
vival of Religion, but what has been attended with 
many ſuch Things: Inſtances of this Nature in the 


fell 
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fell away into groſs Hereſies, and alſo vile Practices. 
And they were not only private Chriſtians, but Teach- 
ers and Officers, and eminent Perſons in the Chriſtian 
Church; and ſome whom Gop had endowed with 
miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 

An [Inſtance of this Nature was Nicolas, one of the 
ſeven Deacons, who was looked upon by the Chri- 
ſtians in 2 as a Man full of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and was choſen out of the Multitude of Chriſtians to 
that Office, for that Reaſon; as you may ſee in Aut 
vi. 3, 5. yet he afterwards fell away, and became the 
Head of a Sett » vile Heretics, of groſs Practices, 
called from his Name the Se& of the Nicolaitaus, 
Rev. ii. 6, and 15. 

So in the Time of the Reformation from Popery, 
how great was the Number of thoſe that for a while 
ſeemed to join with the Reformers, that fell away in- 
to the groſſeſt and moſt abſurd Errors, and abominable 
Practices? 5 

And *tis particularly obſervable, that in Times of 
great pouring out of the Spirit to revive Religion in 
the World, a Number of thoſe that for a while ſeem- 

ed to partake in it, have fallen off into whimſical and 
extravagant Errors, boaſting of high Degrees of Spi- 
rituality, and condemning others as carnal. Thus it 
was with the Gnoſtics in the Apoſtles Times; and thus 
it was with the ſeveral Sects of Anabaptiſts in the 
Time of the Reformation. And ſome of the Leaders 
of thoſe wild Enthuſiaſts, had been for a while highly 
eſteemed by the firſt Reformers. 
And ſo in the Beginning of New England, when 
vital Piety flouriſhed, ſuch Things as theſe broke out. 
Therefore the Devil's ſowing ſuch Tares is no Proof 
_ a true Work of the Spirit of Gop is not car- 
Tied on. 


26. Ninthly, tis no Argument that a Work is not 
from the Spirit of Gop, That it is promoted by Miniſters 
inſiſting very much on the Terrors of God's holy Law, 
and that with a great deal of Pathos and Earneſtneſs. 
If there be really a Hell of dreadful and never-ending 
Torments, which Multitudes are in great Danger of, 
& ' an 
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and which the bigger Part of Men in Chriftian Coun. 


tries do actually from Generation to Generation fall 
into, for Want of a Senſe of the Terribleneſs of it, 
and their Danger, and ſo for Want of taking due Care 
to avoid it ; then why 1s it not proper for thoſe that 
have the Care of Souls to take great Pains to make 
Men ſenſible of it? Why ſhould not they be told as 
much of the Truth as can be? If I am in Danger of 
going to Hell, I ſhould be glad to know as much as 


poſſibly I can of the Dreadfulneſs of it: If I am 
very prone to neglect due Care to avoid it, he does 


me the belt Kindneſs, that does 15 ſt to repreſent to 
me the Truth of the Caſe, that ſets forth my Rliſery 
and Danger in the livelieſt Manner. 

I appeal to every one here, whether this is not the 
very Courſe they would take in caſe of any great 
temporal Calamity ? If any of you that are Heads of 
Families ſaw one of your Children in an Houſe that 
was all on Fire, that ſeemed inſenſible of its Danger, 
and neglected to eſcape, after you had often called to 
it, would you go on to ſpeak in a cold and indifferent 
Manner? Would not you cry aloud, and repreſent 
the Danger it was in, and the Folly in delaying, in 
the moſt hvely Manner you was capable of? It you 
ſhould continue to ſpeak to it only in a cold Manner, 
as you are wont to do in ordinary Converſation about 
indifferent Matters, would not thoſe about you begin 
to think you were bereft of Reaſon — ? It is 
not the Way of Mankind, in temporal Affairs of 
great Moment, that require earneſt Heed and great 


Haſte, to ſpeak to others of their Danger, and warn 


them but a little; and when they do it at all, in a 
cold indifferent Manner: Nature teaches Men other- 


wiſe. If then we that have the Care of Souls, knew 


what Hell was, had ſeen the State of the Damned, 
or by any other Means, became ſenſible how dread- 
ful their Caſe was; and at the ſame Time knew that 
the bigger Part of Men went thither, and faw our 


_ Hearers in imminent Danger, and yet inſenſible of 
their Danger, it would be morally impoſſible for us 
to avoid molt earneſtly fetting before them the Dread- 
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fulnefs of that Miſery they were in Danger of, and 
warning them to fly from it. | 
27. When Miniſters preach of Hell, and warn Sin- 
ners to avoid it, in a cold Manner, tho' they may ſay 
in Words that it is infinitely terrible; yet (if we look 
on Language as a Communication of our Minds to 
others) they contradict themſelves ; for Actions, as I 
obſerved before, have a Language as well as Words. 
And at the ſame Time that ſuch a Preacher's Words 
repreſent the Sinner's State as infinitely dreadful, if 
his Behaviour and Manner of ſpeaking contradi& it, 


he defeats his own Purpoſe ; for the Language of his 


Actions, is much more effectual than the bare Signi- 
fication of his Words. | 

Not tha: I think the Law only ſhould be preached: 
Miniſters may preach other Things too little. The 
Goſpel is to be preached as well as the Law, and the 
Law is to be preached only to make Way for the 
Goſpel. So that a Miniſter ought not to inſiſt ſo 
much on the Terrors of the Law, as to forget his 
End, and neglect to preach the Goſpel. But yet the 
Law is very much to be inſiſted on, and the preaching 
of the Goſpel is like to be in vain without it. 

Indeed ſome talk of it as an unreaſonable Thing 
to think to fright Perſons to Heaven. But I think it 


is a reaſonable Thing to endeavour to fright Perſons 


away from Hell, that ſtand upon the Brink of it, and 
are juſt ready to fall into it, and are ſenſeleſs of their 
Danger. *Tis a reaſonable Thing to fright a Perſon 
out of an Houſe on Fire. The Word Fright 1s com- 
monly uſed for ſudden, cauſeleſs Fear, or groundleſs 
Surprize ; but ſurely a juit Fear, that there is good 
Reaſon for, tho” it be very great, is not to be ſpoken 

againſt under any ſuch Name. | | 

28. Having thus ſhown, in ſome Inſtances, what are 
not Evidences that a Work wrought among a People, 
is not a Work of the Spirit of Gop, &; 

I proceed in the Second Place, to ſhew poſitively 
what are the ſure, diſtinguiſhing, Scripture Evidences 
and Marks of a Work of the Spirit of Gop, by which 
we may proceed in judging of any Operation we find 

in 
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in ourſelves, or ſee among a People, without Danger 
of being miſled. | 

And in this, as I ſaid before, I ſhall confine myſelf 
wholly to thoſe Marks which are given by the Apoſtle 
in this Chapter, where this Matter is particularly 

"handled, and more plainly and fully than any where 
elſe in the Bible. And in ſpeaking to theſe Marks, 
I ſhall take them in the Order in which I find them 
m the Chapter. | 
- Firſt, when that Spirit that is at Work amongſt a 
People is obſerved to raiſe their Eſteem of that Fe/us 
that was born of the Virgin, and was crucified with- 
out the Gates of Feruy/alem; and to confirm their 
Minds in the Truth of what the Goſpel declares, 
of his being the Son of Gop, and the Saviour of 
Men ; *tis a ſure Sign that that Spirit is of God. This 
Sign the Apoſtle gives us in the 2d and zd Verſes. 
Hereby know ye the Spirit of God; every Spirit that 
confelſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the Flejh, is of God ; 
and everySpirit that confefſeth not that FeſusChriſt is come 
. zn the Fleſh, is not of God. This implies a confeſſing not 
only that there was ſuch a Perſon who did and ſuffered 
thoſe Things that are recorded of him, but that that 
Perſon was CHRIST, i. e. the Son of Gop, the a- 
nointed of Gop to be Lord and Saviour. That thus 
much is implied, is confirmed by the 15th Verſe, 
where the Apoſtle is ſtill on the ſame Subject of Signs - 
of the true Spirit; M Hoſocver fall confeſs that Feſus 
is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 
1 And 'tis to be obſerved that the Word confe/5s, as 
it is often uſed in the New Teſtament, ſignifies more 
j than merely a/lowing : It implies an eſtabliſhing a 
Thing by Teſtimony, and declaring it with Eſteem 
and Affection; ſo Matth. x. 32. Whoſoever ſhall con- 
fefs me before Men, him will I confeſs before my Father 
ewhich is in Heaven. Rom. xvi. 9. I will confeſs to 
thee among the Gentiles, and fing unto thy Name. And, 
| Phil. ii. 11. That every Tongue may confeſs that Feſus 
þ Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father. And 
that this is the Force of the Expreſſion here, is con- 
firmed by that other Place in the ſame Epiſtle, in the 
| | next 
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nent Chapter, at the firſt Verſe, Y/hoſoever belieweth 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God; and every one 
that loweth him that begat, loweth him alſo that is be- 
gotten of bim. And by that parallel Place of the 
Apoſtle Paul, where we have the ſame Rule given to 
diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from all Counterfeits, 1 Cor. 
xii. 3. Wherefore I give you to underſtand, that no 
Man ſpeaking by the Spirit of God, calleth Feſus ac- 
curſed, (or will ſhew an ill or mean Efteem of him} 
and that no Man can ſay that Feſus is the Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghoſt. | 

So that if the Spirit which is at Work among a 
People, is plainly obſerved to work after that Man- 
ner, as to convince them of CHRISFTH, and lead them 
to Cu RIS T; to confirm their Minds in the Belief that 
he is the Son of Gop, and was ſent of Gop to fave 
Sinners, and that he is the only Saviour, and that they 
ſtand in great Need of him; and to beget in them 
higher Thqughtgof him than they uſed to have, and 
to incline their Affections more to him; it is a ſure 
Sign that it is the true and right Spirit. 

29 But the Words of the Apoſtle are remarkable ; 
the. Perſon the Spirit gives Teſtimony to, and to whom 
he raiſes their Eſteem, muſt be that FESUS that ap- 
peared in the Fleſh, and not another Car 1sT in his 
Stead ; nor any myſtical, fantaſtical Cx ISH within, 
which diminiſhes their Eſteem of, and Dependance 
upon an outward CHRIST, or JESsUs as he came in 
the Fleſh, and leads them off from him. But the 
Spirit that gives Teſtimony for that IE SsUs, and leads 
to him, can be no other than the Spirit of Go p. 

The Devil has the moſt bitter and implacable En- 
mity againſt that Perſon, efpecially in his Character of 
the Saviour of Men. He mortally hates the Doctrine 
of his Redemption; he never would go about to be- 

et in Men more honourable Thoughts of him, and 
10 to incline them more to fear him, and lay greater 
Weight on his Inſtructions and Commands. The Spi- 
rit that inclines Mens Hearts to the Seed of the Wo- 
man, is not the Spirit of the Serpent. He that 
heightens Mens Eſteem of the glorious 9 that 
| Prince 
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Prince of the Angels, is not the Spirit of the Dragon 
that is at War with him. - 

30. Secondly, When the Spirit that is at Work o- 
perates againſt the Intereſt of Satan's Kingdom, which 
lies in eftabliſhing Sin, and cheriſhing Mens worldly 
Luſts; this is a ſure Sign that *tis a true, and not a 
falſe Spirit. This Sign is given in the 4th and 5th 
Verſes. Te are of GOD, little Children, and have 
overcome them ; becauſe greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the World. They ore of the World, 
therefore ſpeak they of the World, and the World bear- 
eth them. Here tis evident the Apoſtle is ſtill com- 

aring thoſe that are influenced by the two oppoſite 
Kinds of Spirits, the true and the falſe, and ſhewing 
the Difference ; the one are of Gop, and overcome 
the Spirit of the World ; the other are of the World, 
and ſpeak and ſavour the Things of the World. 
The Spirit of the Devil is here called, He that is in 
the World. CnhRISH ſays, My Kingdom is not of this 
World. But ttis otherwiſe with Satan's Kingdom; 
he 43 the God of this World. 2 

What the Apoſtle means by the World, or th 
Things of the World, we learn by his own Words, in 
the 2d Chapter, Lowe not the World, neither the Things 
that are in the World: If any Man love the World, 
the Lowe of the Father is not in him: For all that is in 
the World, the Luft of the Fleſh, and the Luſt of the 
Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is not of the Father, but 
zs of the World. So that by the World the Apoſtle 
evidently means every Thing that appertains to Sin, 
all the Corruptions and Lufts of Men, and all thoſe 
Acts and Objects by which they are gratified. In 
theſe Things lies the Intereſt of his Kingdom, who is 
the Spirit that is in the World. | 

So that we may ſafely determine, the Spirit which 
works after ſuch a Manner, as to leſſen Mens Eſteem 
of the Pleaſures, Profits and Honours of the World, 
to take off their Hearts from theſe Things; and to 
Engage them in a deep Concern about eternal Happi- 
neſs ; which puts them upon earneſt ſeeking the King- 
dom of Gop and his Righteouſneſs, and convinces 
them of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin; I fay, the Spirit that 
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operates after ſuch a Manner, muſt needs be the Spi- 
rit of Gop. | | 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that Satan would go about 
to convince Men of Sin, and awaken the Conſcience. 
It can no Way ſerve his End, to make the Candle of 
the Lox p ſhine the brighter, and to open the Mouth 
of that Vicegerent of Gop in the Soul. Would the 
Devil, when he is about to eſtabliſh Men in Sin, wa- 
ken the Conſcience to fee the Dreadfulneſs of it, 
make them exceedingly ſenfible of their Miſery by 
Reaſon of their paſt Sins, and their great Need of 
Deliverance from the Guilt of them, and more care- 
ful, inquiſitive and watchful to diſcern what is finful, 
and to avoid future Sins; and ſo more afraid of the 
Devil's Temptations, and careful to guard againit 
them ? What do thoſe Men do with their Reaſon, 
who ſuppoſe that the Spirit that operates thus, is the 
Spirit of the Devil ? 

31. Poſſibly ſome may ſay, that the Devil may 
awaken Mens Conſciences to deceive them, and make 
them think they are of Gop, while they are indeed 
in the Gall of Bitterneſs. But to this it may be re- 
plied, That the Man that has an awakened Conſci- 
ence is the leaſt likely to be deceived. of any Man in 
the World: *Tis the drowſy, inſenſible, ſtupid Con- 
ſcience, that is moſt eafily blinded. The more ſen- 
ſible Conſcience is in a diſeaſed Soul, the leſs eaſily is 
it quieted without a real Healing. The more ſenſible 
Conſcience is made of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin, and 
of the Greatneſs of a Man's own Guilt, the leſs likely 
is he to reſt in his own Righteouſneſs, or to be paci- 
fed with Shadows. A Man that has been thoroughly 


terrified with a Senſe of his Danger and Miſery, is not 


eaſily flattered and made to believe himſelf fate, with- 
out good Grounds. 

To awaken Conſcience, and convince of the Evil of 
Sin, cannot then tend to eſtabliſh Sin, but certainly 
tends to make Way for Sin and Satan's being caſt out. 
Therefore this is a good Argument that the Spirit 
that operates thus, can't be the Spirit of the Devil; 
if CurisT knew how to argue, who told the Pha- 
riſees, that eee e wrought by, Wat the 
| e pirit 
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spirit of the Devil, bar Satan would not caft out Sa. 
tan, Matth. xii. 25, 26. 


And therefore, if we ſee Perſons made ſenſible of 
the dreadful Nature of Sin, and of the Diſpleaſure of 
Gop againſt it, earneſtly concerned for their eternal 
Salvation, ſenſible of their Need of Gop's Help, 
and engaged to ſeek it in the Ufe of the Means that 
Gop has appointed, we may certainly conclude this 
is from the Spirit of Gop ; whatever Effects this Con- 
cern has on their Bodies; tho' it cauſes them to c 
out aloud, or to ſhriek, or to faint, or tho' it throws 
them into Convulſions, or whatever other Way the 
Blood and Spirits are moved. 

The Influence pf the Spirit of Gop is yet more a- 
bundantly manifeſt, if Perſons have their Hearts 4ra%vn 
off from the World, and abeand from the Objects of 
their worldly Laſts, and taken off from worldly Pur- 


ſuits, by the Senſe they have of the Excellency of di- 


vine Things, and the Affection they have to thoſe 
ſpiritual Enjoy ments of another World, that are pro- 


miſed in the Goſpel. | 


32. Thirdly, That Spirit which operates in ſuch 
a Manner, as to cauſe in Men a greater Regard to 
the Holy Scriptures, and eſtabliſhes them more in their 
Truth and Divinity, is certainly the Spirit of Gop. 
This Rule the Apoſtle gives us in the 6th Verſe : 


We are of GOD ; he that knoweth GOD heareth us: 


He that is not of GOD, heareth not us Hereby know 
we the Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Error, We: 
are of GOD ; that is, We the Apoſtles, are ſent 
forth of Gop, and appointed of him, to teach the 
„“ World, and to deliver that Doctrine, thoſe In- 
«© ſtructions that are to be their Rule; therefore he 
* that knoweth GOD, heareth us, &c. The A- 

ſtle's Argument in the Verſe equally reaches all that 
in the ſame Senſe are of GOD, that is, all thoſe 
whom Gop appointed to deliver to his Church its 
Rule of Faith and PraQtice ; all the Prophets and A- 


poſtles, whoſe Doctrine Gop has made the Founda- 
tion on which he has built his Church. The Devil 


never would go about to beget in Perſons a Regard 
to that divine Word, which Gop hath given to be 
the 
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the great and ſtanding Rule for the Direction of his 


Church in all Ages. A Spirit of Deluſion won't in- 


cline Perſons to ſeek Direction at the Mouth of Gop. 
To the Laab and to the Teſtimony, is never the Cry of 
thoſe evil Spirits that have no Light in them. Tis 
Gop's own Direction to diſcover their Deluſions, 7/az. 
viii. 19, 20. And when they ſhall ſay unto you, Seek 
unto them that have familiar Spirits: — To the Laau, 
and to the Teftimony ; if they ſpeak not according to this 
Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in them. The 
Devil don't ſay the fame as tho did, They have 
Moſes and the Prophets, let them hear them : Nor the 
{ime that the Voice from Heaven did concerning 
Car1sT, Hear ye him. Would the Spirit of Error, in 
order to deceive Men, beget in them an high Opini- 
on of the infallible Rule, and incline them to think 
much of it, and be very converſant with it ? Would 
the Prince of Darkneſs, in order to promote his King- 
dom of Darkneſs, lead Men to the Sun ? The Devil 
has ever ſhewu a mortal Hatred towards that holy 
Book, the Bible : He has done all that has been in his 
Power to extinguiſh that Light, and to draw Men off 
from it : He 580 that 'tis that Light by which his 
Kingdom of Darkneſs is to be overthrown. He has 
had for many Ages Experience of its Power to de- 
feat his Purpoſes, and baffle his Deſigns : It is his 
conſtant Plague: *Tis the main Weapon which Mi- 
chael uſes in his War with him : *Tis the Sword of 
the Spirit that pierces him, and conquers him: Tis 


that great, and ſore and ſtrong Sword, with which Gop 


puniſhes Leviathan, that crooked Serpent. Tis that 
arp Sword that we read of, Rev. xix. 15. 33 
ceeds out of the Mouth of him that ſat on the Horſe, 
with which he ſmites his Enemies. Every Text is a 


Dart to torment the old Serpent: He has felt the 


ſtinging Smart thouſands of Times; therefore he is 
enraged againſt the Bible, and hates every Word in 
it : And therefore we may be ſure that he never will 
go about to raiſe Perſons Eſteem of it, or Affection 
to it And accordingly we ſee it to be common in 
Enthuſiaſts, to depreciate this written Rule, and ſet 
up ſome other Rule above it. | 

C 2 33. Fourthly, 
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33. Fourthly, Another Rule to judge of Spirits 
may be drawn from thoſe oppoſite Compellations given 
to the two oppoſite Spirits, in the laſt Words of the 
6th Verſe, The SPIRIT OF TRUTH, and the SPI. 
RIT OF ERROR. Theſe Words exhibit the two 
oppoſite Characters of the Spirit of Go p, and other 
Spirits. And therefore, if we ſee that a Spirit ope- 
rates as a Spirit of Truth, leading Perſons to Truth, 
convincing them of thoſe Things that are true, we 
may ſafely determine *tis a right and true Spirit. As 
for Inſtance, if we obſerve that the Spirit which is at 
Work, makes Men more ſenſible than they uſed to be, 
that there is a Gop, and that he is a great God, 
and ajuſt Gop ; and makes them more to realize it, 
that they muſt die, that Life is ſhort, and very un- 
certain; that there is another World; that they have 
immortal Souls, and that they muſt give Account of 
themſelves to Gop; if it convinces them that they are 
exceeding ſinful by Nature and Practice; and that 
they are helpleſs in themſelves ; and confirms them in 
other Things that are agreeable to ſound Doctrine: 


The Spirit that works thus, operates as a Spirit of 


Truth: He repreſents Things as they are indeed: 
He brings Men to the Light; and we may conclude, 
that *tis not the Spirit of Darkneſs that doth thus 4/- 
cover and make manifeſt the Truth. | 

34. Fifthly, If the Spirit that is at work among a 
People operates as a Spirit of Love to GOD and Man, 


tis a ſure Sign that tis the Spirit of Gop. This Sign 


the Apoſtle inſiſts upon from the 6th Verſe to the End 
of the Chapter: Belowed, let us Iowe one another; for 


Lowe is of GOD, and every one that loweth is born of 


GOD, and knoweth GOD : He that loweth not, know- 
eth not GOD, for GOD is Lowe, &xc. Here tis evi- 
dent, that the Apoſtle is ſtill comparing thoſe two 
Sorts of Perſons that are influenced by the oppoſite 
Kinds of Spirits ; and mentions Lowe as a Mark by 
which we may know who has the true Spirit : But 


this is eſpecially evident by the 12th and 13th Verſes, 


If awe love one another, GOD dwelleth in us, and bis 
Lowe is perfected in us: Hereby know wwe that we 
awwell in him, and he in us, becauſe he heth given us of 


his 
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his Spirit. In theſe Verſes Lowe is ſpoken of as if it 


were that wherein the very Nature of the Holy Spi- 
rit conſiſted ; or, as if divine Love dwelling in us, and 
the Spirit of Gop dwelling in us, were the ſame 
Thing; as it is alſo in the two laſt Verſes of the fore- 
oing Chapter, and in the 16th Verſe of this. There- 
ore this laſt Mark he ſeems to ſpeak of as the moſt 


eminent ; and fo inſiſts much more largely upon it 


than upon all the reſt; and ſpeaks expreſly of both 
Love to Gop and Men; of Love to Men, in the 7th, 
iith, and 12th Verſes ; and of Lowe to GOD, in the 
17th, 18th and 19th Verſes ; and of both together, 
in the two laſt Verſes ; and of Lowe to Men, as ariſing 
from Lowe to GOD, in theſe two laſt Verſes. 
Therefore, when the Spirit that is at work amongſt 
a People, works in them a delightful Senſe of the Ex- 
cellency of Jesus CHnrisT ; repreſenting him as the 
Chief among ten Thouſand, altogether lovely, and 
makes him precious to the Soul ; winning and draw- 
ing the Heart with the wonderful, free Love of Gop 
in giving his only begotten Son to die for us, and 
the wonderful dying Love of CHRIST to us, who had 
no Love to him, but were his Enemies, as ver. 9, 10. 
In this was 1 fe" the Love of GOD towards us, 
becauſe that GOD ſent his only begotten Son into the | 
World, that wwe might live through him. Herein is 
Lowe ; not that wwe loved GOD, but that he lowed us, 
and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins. 
And ver. 16. And we have known, and believed the 
Love that GOD hath to us. And ver. 19. We love 
him, becauſe he firſt lowed us: When the Spirit ex- 
Cites to Love on theſe Motives, and makes the Soul 
to long after Gob and CartsrT, and to live ſo as to 
pleaſe and honour them; and alſo quells Conten- 
tions among Men, and gives a Spirit of Peace and 
Good-will, excites to Acts of outward Kindneſs, and 
earneſt Deſires of the Salvation of others Souls; and 
cauſes a Delight in thoſe that appear as the Chil 
dren of Gop, and Followers of CHRIST: Iſay, when 
a Spirit operates after this Manner, there is the high- 
eſt Evidence of a true and divine Spirit. | 
8 11 C -3-- A 35. Indeed 
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35. Indeed there is a Counterfeit of Love, that 


often appears amongſt thoſe that are led by a Spirit of 


Deluſion. But there is ſufficient ſaid in this Paſſage 
of truly Chriſtian Love, to diſtinguiſh it from all ſuch 
Counterfeits. It is Love that ariſes from an Appre- 
henſion of the wonderful Riches of Gop's Love to 


us, in CuRIST JEsus; attended with a Senſe of our 


own Unworthineſs, and a Renunciation of all our 
own Excellency and Righteouſneſs. See ver. 9, 10, 
11, and 19. The ſureſt Character of true divine 
Love, is, that it is an humble Love, 1 Cor. xiii. 4. 
Charity vaunteth not itſelf ; is not puffed up. When 
therefore we ſee Love in Perſons attended with a Senſe 
of their own Littleneſs, Vileneſs, Weakneſs, and utter 
Inſufficiency ; and ſo with Self-Renunciation, and Po- 
verty of Spirit, there are the manifeſt Tokens of the 
Spirit of Gop : He that thus dwells in Love, dwells 
in Gop, and Gop in him. 


o 


Love and Humility are two Things the moſt con- 


trary to the Spirit of the Devil, of any Thing in the 
World; for the Character of that Evil Spirit, above 


all Things, conſiſts in Pride and Malice. 


36. Thus I have ſpoken particularly to the ſeveral 
Marks the Apoſtle gives of a Work of the true Spirit. 
There are ſome of theſe Things the Devil would not 
do if he could: Thus, he would not awaken the Con- 
ſcience, and make Men ſenſible of their miſerable State 
by Nature, by Reaſon of Sin, and of their great Need 
of a Saviour. And he would not confirm Men in a 
Belief that Jes8vs is the Son of Gop, and the Savi- 
our of Sinners, or raiſe their Value and Eſteem of 
Him : He would not beget in Mens Minds an Opini- 
on of the Neceſſity, Uſefulneſs and Truth of the Ho- 


Iy Scriptures, or incline them to hearken to them, or 


make much Uſe of them ; nor would he go about to 


ſhew Men the Truth, in Things that concern their 


Souls; to undeceive them, and lead them our of 
Darkneſs into Light, and give them a View of Things 
as they are indeed. And there are other Things that 
the Devil neither can nor will do: He will not give 
Men a Spirit of divine Love or. Chriſtian Humility ; 
nor could he if he would: Theſe Things are as con- 
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trary as poſſible to his Nature. And therefore, when 
there is an extraordinary Influence on the Minds of a 
People, if theſe Things are found in it, we are fafe in 
determining that *tis the Work of Gop, whatever 
other Circumſtances it may be attended with, what- 
ever Inſtruments are employed, whatever Methods are 
taken to promote it; whatever Means a ſovereign 
Gor, whoſe Judgments are a great Deep, makes 


| uſe of to carry it on; and whatever Motions there 


may be of the animal Spirits, whatever Effects may 
be wrought on Mens Bodies. Theſe Marks, that the 
Apoſtle has given, are ſufficient to ſtand alone, and 
ſupport themſelves ; and where-ever they are, they 
plainly ſhew the Finger of Gop, and are ſufficient to 
outweigh a thouſand ſuch Objections, as many make 
from Oddities, Irregularities, and Errors in Conduct, 
and the Delufions and Scandals of ſome ſeeming Be- 
levers. | 

37. But here ſome -may object what the Apoſtle 
Paul fays, in the 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14. Such are falſe 
Apoſiles, deceitful Workers, transforming themſelves in- 
to the Apoſtles of Chriſt ; and no Marvel, for Satan 
himſelf is transformed into an Angel of Light. 

To which I anſwer, that this can be no Objection 
againſt the Sufficiency of theſe Marks to diſtinguiſh 
the true Spirit from the falſe Spirit, in thoſe ful/e A. 
pojtles and falſe Prophets the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, in 
whom the Devil was transformed into an Angel of 
Light ; becauſe it is principally with a View to.them 
that the Apoſtle gives theſe Marks : as appears by 
the Words of the Text, Believe not every Spirit, but 


3 try the Spirits, whether they are of GOD. And this is 


the Reaſon he gives, Becauſe many falſe Prophets are 
gone out into the World: There are many gone out 
* into the World that are the Miniſters of the Devil, 


CK) ) 


ſame ſort of Men with thoſe falſe Apoſtles, and 
ceitful Workers, that the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of, in 
whom the Devil was transformed into an Angel of 


Light : And therefore we may be ſure that theſe 
Marks the Apoſtle gives, are eſpecially adapted to 
diſtinguiſh between the true Spirit, and the Devil 
transformed into an Angel of Light, becauſe they are 
given for that End. That is the Apoſtle's declared 
Purpoſe, to give Marks by which the true Spirit may 
be diſtinguiſhed from that ſort of Counterfeits. | 
And if we look over what is ſaid about theſe /, 
Prophets, and falſe Apoſtles (as there is much ſaid 
about them in the New Teſtament) and take notice 
in what Manner the Devil was transformed into an 
Angel of Light in them, we ſhall not find any Thing 
that in the leaſt injures the Sufficiency of theſe Marks 
to diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from ſuch Counterfeits, 
The Devil transformed himſelf into an Angel of 
Light, as there was in them a Shew, and great Boaſts 
of extraordinary Knowledge in divine Things ; Cl, 
ii. 8. 1 Tim. i. 6, 7. and Chap. vi. 3, 4,5. 2. Tin. 
ii. 14, 16, 17, 18. Tit. i. 10, 16. Hence their Fol- 
lowers called themſelves Groftics, from their great 
pretended Knowledge: And the Devil in them mi- 
micked the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit, in 
Viſions, Revelations, Prophecies, Miracles, and the 
immediate Conduct of the Spirit in what they did: 
Hence they are called Jae Apoſiles and falſe Pro- 
phets: See Matt. xxiv. 24. Again, there was a falſe 
Shew of, and lying Pretences to great Holineſs and De- 
votion in Words: Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Eph. iv. 14. Hence 
they are called deceitful Workers, and Wells, and 
Clouds without Water. 2 Cor. xi. 13. 2 Pet. ii. 17, 
Jude 12. There was alſo in them a Shew of extra- 
ordinary Piety and Righteouſneſs in their ſuperſtitious 
Worſhip : Col. ii. 16, 17, 18. 21, 22, 23. So they 
had a iſe, proud and bitter Zeal ; Gal. iv. 17, 18. 
1 Jim. i. 6. and Chap. vi. 4, 5. And likewiſe a falſe 
| Shew of Humility, in affecting an extraordinary out- 
ward Meanneſs and Dejection, when indeed they 


were vainly puffed bes with their fleſply Mind: and 
3 


of their Humility, and were 


made a Righteouſn 
* exceedingly 
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exceedingly lifted up with their eminent Piety : Col. 
ir. 18, 23. But how do ſuch Things as theſe, in 
the leaſt injure thoſe Things that have been men- 
tioned as the diſtinguiſhing Evidences of the true Spi- 
+ 
38. Having thus done what I at firſt propoſed, in 
conſidering what are the certain, diſtinguiſhing Marks, 
by which we may ſafely proceed in judging of any 
Work that falls under our Obſervation, whether it be 
the Work of the Spirit of Gop or no, 1 now pro- 
ceed to the Application. 

I. From what has been ſaid, I will venture to draw 
this Inference, viz. That that extraordinary Influence 
that has lately appeared on the Minds of the People 
abroad in this Land, caufing in them an uncommon Con- 
cern about the Things of Religion, is undoubtedly, in the 
general, from the Spirit of God. There are but two 
Things that need to be known in order to ſuch a 
Work's being judged of, viz. Fas and Rules. The 
Rules of the Word of Gop we have laid before us; 
and as to Facts, there are but two Ways that we can 
come at them, ſo as to be in a Capacity to compare 
them with the Rules, either by our own Obſervation, 
or by Information from others that have had Oppor- 
tunity to obſerve. e 

As to this Work that has lately been carried on in 
the Land, there are ſo many Things concerning it 
that are notorious, as, unleſs the Apoſtle Jobn was 
out in his Rules, are ſufficient to determine it to be 
in general the Work of Go. * Tis notorious that the 
Spirit that is at work, takes off Perſons Minds from 
the Vanities of the World, engages them in a deep 
Concern about eternal Happineis, puts them upon ear- 
neſtly ſeeking their Salvation, and convinces them of the 
Dreadfalneſs of Sin, and of their own guilty and miſer- 
able State by Nature. It is notorious that it awakens | 
Mens Conſciences, and make them ſenſible of the 
Dreadfulneſs of Gop's Anger, and cauſes in them a 
great Deſire and earneſt Care and Endeavour to ob- 
tain his Favour. It is notorious that it puts them 
upon a more diligent Improvement of the Means of 
Grace which Gop has appointed. It is alſo noto- 
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rious, that, in general, it works in Perſons a greater 
Regard to the Word of Gov, and Deſire of hear- 
ing and reading of it. And it is notoriouſly manifeſt 
that the Spirit in general operates as a Spirit of 
Truth, making Perſons more ſenſible of what is really 


true, in thoſe Things that concern their eternal Sal- 


vation: As that they muſt die, and that Life is very 
ſhort and uncertain ; that there is a great and juſt 
Gop, whom they are accountable to, and that they 
Rand in great Need of a Sayiour. It is furthermore 


notorious, that this Spirit makes Perſons more ſen- 
fible of the Value of that Jesvs that was crucified, 


and their Need of him ; and that it puts them upon 


earneſtly ſeeking an Intereſt in him, It can't be but 


that theſe Things ſhould be apparent to People in ge- 
neral through the Land; for theſe Things are not 
done in a _ The Work that has been wrought 
has not been confined to a few Towns, in ſome re- 
moter Parts of the Land, bur has been carried on in 


many Places, and in the principal and molt populous, 


and public Places in it. And it has now been con- 
tinued for a conſiderable Time; ſo that there has 


been a great deal of Opportunity to obſerve the Man- 


ner of the Work, 1 nt? 

39. And here I would obſerve, that the Nature 
and Tendency of a Spirit that is at Work, may be 
determined with much greater Certainty, when it is 
obſerved in a great Multitude of People of all Sorts, 
and in various Places, than when it 1s only ſeen in a 
few, in ſome particular Place, that have been much 
converſant one with another. A few particular Per- 
ſons may agree to put a Cheat upon others. But 
when the Work is ſpread over great Part of a Coun- 
try, in Places diſtant one from another, among Peo- 
ple of all Sorts, and all Ages, and in Multitudes of 


Perſons, of ſound Mind, good Underftanding, and 


known Integrity ; there would be the greateit Ab- 
ſurdity in ſuppoſing that, by all the Obſervation that 
can be made, for many Months together, by thoſe 


that are moſt intimate with them in theſe Affairs, 


and have long been acquainted with them, ſtill it 
can't be determined what Kind of Influence the Ope- 
ration 
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ration they are under, has upon People's Minds ; whe- 
ther it tends to awaken their Conſciences, or to ſtu- 
pify them ; to incline them more to ſeek their Sal- 
vation, or negle& it; whether it confirms them in a 
Belief of the Scriptures, or leads them to Deiſm ; and 
ſo in other Things. There is probably no particular 
Perſon here preſent, that thinks himſelf to have a 
Right to be treated as one of common Senſe, and Ve- 
racity, but would think himſelf abuſed, if he ſhould 
declare to others, that he had altered his Mind in 
e theſe and thoſe Particulars; he now found himſelf 
* convinced of the Truth of this or that, that formerly 
* he did not believe ;? if thoſe he made ſuch a Profeſ- 
ſion to would not believe him, tho' they had long 
been converſant with him, and tho? he perſiſted in 
this Profeſſion for many Months together, and no- 
thing appeared in him but what agreed thereto. But 
much more unreaſonable it would be, when ſuch Pro- 
feſſions are made, not by a particular Perſon only, 
but by great Numbers of People, to ſuppoſe that 
they all agree in profeſſing what indeed they do not 

feel in their Souls. | - 
40. Thoſe in whom have been the uncommon Ap- 
pearances, whence have ariſen the main Objections to 
this Work, have been of two Sorts ; either thoſe that 
have been in great Diſtreſs, in an Apprehenſion of 
their Sin and Miſery ;. or thoſe that have been over- 
come with a Senſe of the Greatneſs, Wonderfulneſs 
and Excellency of divine Things. Of the Multitude 

of thoſe of the former Sort, that I have had Op- 
portunity to obſerve, there have been very few ; but 
by all that could be obſerved, their Diſtreſs has ariſen 
from real proper Conviction. And tho' I don't ſup- 
poſe, when ſuch Things were obſerved to be common, 
that Perſons have laid themſelves under thoſe violent 
Reftraints, to avoid outward Manifeltations of their Di- 
ſtreſs, that perhaps they otherwiſe would have done; 
yet there have been very few in whom there has 
been any Appearance of feigning or affecting ſuch Ma- 
nifeſtations, and very many for whom it would have 
been undoubtedly impoſſible to avoid them. Gene- 
rally thoſe that have been in theſe Agonies have ap- 
2 2 | peared 


only from ſome terrible outward Appearance, an 
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peared to be in the perfect Exerciſe of their Reaſon ; 


and thoſe of them that have been able to ſpeak, have 


been well able to give an Account of the Circum- 
ſtances of their Minds, and the Cauſe of their Di- 
ſtreſs, in the Time of it, and well able to remember, 


and give an Account afterwards. I have known a very 


few Inſtances of thoſe, that in their great Extremity, 
have for a ſhort Space been deprived, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, of the Uſe of Reaſon ; but among the many 
hundreds, and it may be thouſands, that have lately 
been brought to ſuch Agonies, I never yet knew one, 
laſtingly deprived of their Reaſon. In ſome that J 
have known, Melancholy has - evidently been mixt; 
and when it is ſo, the Difference is very apparent ; 
their Diſtreſſes are of another Kind, and operate quite 
after another Manner. Tis not Truth only that di- 
ſtreſſes them, but many vain Shadows and Notions. 
Some in their great Diſtreſs have not been able to 

ive an Account of themſelves, or to explain the 
Manner and Cauſe of their Trouble to others. But 


this won't be at all wonder'd at, by thoſe who have 


had much to do with Souls under ſpiritual Difficulties. 
Some Things that _ are ſenſible of, are altogether 
new to them, their Ideas and inward Senfations are 
new, and what they therefore know not how to ac- 
commodate Language to, or to find Words to expreſs. 
And ſome who at firſt ſay they know not what was 
the Matter with them, on being particularly exa- 
mined, have been able to repreſent their Caſe, tho' 
of themſelves they could not find Expreſſions ſo to do. 

41. Some ſay the Terrors they think ſuch Perſons 
are in, that have ſuch Effects on their Bodies, is only 
a Fright. But certainly there ought to be a Diſtin- 
ction made between a very great Fear, and extreme 
Diſtreſs, ariſing from an Apprehenſion of ſome dread- 


ful Truth, that is a Cauſe fully proportionable to ſuch 


an Effect, and a needleſs, cauſeleſs Fright ; which is 


of two Kinds; either when Perſons are terrified with 


that which is not the Truth ; (of this I have ſeen 
very few Inſtances, unleſs in caſe of Melancholy; 
Or ſecondly, when Perſons are under a childiſh F right, 
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neral Notion thence ariſing, that there is ſomething 
or other terrible, they know not what; without hav- 
ing in their Minds the Apprehenſion of any particular 
terrible Truth whatſoever. Of ſuch a kind of Fright 
I have ſeen very little Appearance, either among Old 
or Young. | 

Thoſe that are in ſuch Extremity, commonly ex- 
preſs a great Senſe of their exceeding Wickedneſs, of 
their great Guilt in the Sight of Gop; and the 


D readfulneſs of the Puniſhment that Sin expoſes to. 


Very often they have a lively Idea of the horrible 
Pit of eternal Miſery ; and at the ſame Time the 
Wrath of Gop appears amazingly terriBte to them: 
Gop appearing to them ſo much provoked, they fre 
apprehenſive he will not bear with them any longer ; 
but will now forthwith ſend them down to the dread- 
ful Pit they have in View. Very many, in the midft 
of their Extremity, have been brought to an extra- 
ordinary Senſe of their fully deſerving that Wrath and 
Deſtruction, which is then before their Eyes; and at 
the ſame Time that they feared every Moment it 
would be executed upon them, they have been great- 
ly convinced it would be altogether juſt that it ſhould, 
And very often ſome Texts of Scripture, to that Ef- 
fect, has been ſet Home upon their Minds, whereby 
their Minds have been calm'd, and they have been 
brought as it were to lie at Gop's Foot. And after 
great Agonies, a little before Light has ariſen, they 
have been compoſed and quiet, in a kind of Sub- 
miſſion to a juſt Gop; but their bodily Strength much 
ſpent ; and ſometimes their Lives, to Appearance, al- 
moſt gone. Then Light has appeared, and a glc- 
rious Redeemer, with his wonderful all. ſufficient Grace, 
has been repreſented to them often, in ſome ſweet 
Invitation of Scripture. Sometimes the Light comes 
in ſuddenly, ſometimes more gradually, filling their 
Souls with Love, Admira tion, Joy, and Selt-ab:ſe- 
ment ; drawing forth their Hearts in longing after 
the Redeemer, and Longings to lie in the Duſt be- 
fore him; and Longings that others might behold 
and embrace him; and Longings to live to his Glory; 
but appearing vile in their own Eyes, and having 
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much Jealouſy over their own Hearts. And all the 
Appearances of a real Change of Heart have fol- 

lowed ; and Grace has acted, from time to time, af. 
ter the ſame Manner it uſed to act in thoſe that were 
converted formerly ; except that in many Light and 
Comfort have been in a higher Degree. Many very 
f e have been thus wrought upon. There 
have been ſome Inſtances very much like thoſe De. 
moniacks, Mark 1. 26. and Chap. ix. 26. of whom 
we read, that when the Devil had cried with a loud 
JVoice, and rent them ſore, he came out 75 them. And 
probably thoſe Inſtances were deſigned for a Type of 
ſuch Things as theſe. Some have ſeveral Turns of 
great Agonies, before they are delivered ; and fome 
have been in ſuch Diſtreſſes, and it has paſſed off, and 
no Deliverance at all has followed. 
42. Some object againit it, as great Confulion, 
when there is a Number together, in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances ; and ſay, Gop can't be the Author of it, 
becauſe. he is the Gop of Order, not of Confuſion. 
But let it be conſidered, what is the proper Noticn 
of Confuſion, but the breaking that Order of Things, 
whereby they are duly directed to their End, fo that 
the Order and the due Connection of Means being 
broken, they fail of their End ; but Conviction and 
Converſion of Sinners is the End of religious Means. 
Not but I think Perſons ſhould endeavour to refrain 
from ſuch outward Manifeſtations, in the Time of 
the ſolemn Worſhip. But if God is pleaſcd to con- 
vince the Conſciences of Perſons, ſo that they can't 
avoid great outward Manifeſtations, even to the inter- 
rupting, and breaking off thoſe public Me uns they 
were attending, I don't think this is Conſuſion, or an 
unhappy Interruption, any more than if a Company 
ſhould meet on the Field to pray for Rain, and ſhould 
be broken off from their Exerciſe by a plentiful 
Shower. Would to Gop that all the public Aſſem- 
blies in the Land were broken off from their publick 
Exerciſes with ſach Confuſion as this the next Sab- 
bath Day! We need not be ſorry for the breaking 
the Order of the Means, by obtaining the End to 
which that Order is directed: He that is going a 
Journey 
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journey to fetch a Treaſure, need not be ſorry that 
he is ſtopped, by meeting the Treaſure in the Midſt 
of his Journey. | 

Beſides thoſe that are overcome with Conviction 
and Diſtreſs, 1 have ſeen many that have had their 
bodily Strength taken away with a Senſe of the glo- 
rious Excellency of the Redeemer, and the Wonders 
of his dying Love ; with a very uncommon Senſe of 
their own Littleneſs, and exceeding Vileneſs attend- 
ing it, with all Expreſſions and Appearances of the 
greateſt Abaſement and Abhorrence of themſelves : 
And many have been even overcome with Pity to the 
Souls of others, and longing ſor their Salvation. 
43. As to the Imprudences and Irregularities that 
have been ; it is not at all to be wondered at, that 
a Reformation, after a long continued, and almoit 
univerſal Deadneſs, ſhould at firſt be attended with 
ſuch Things. When Gop at firſt began his great 
Work for the Deliverance of/his People, after their 
long continued Bondage in 4 gypt, there were falſe 
Wonders mix d with true, for a while; which har- 


dened the unbelieving Egyptians, and made them to 


doubt of the Divinity of the whole Work. When 
Day-light firſt appears after a Night of Darkneſs, we 
mult expect to have Darkneſs mixt with Light, for 
a while, and not have perfect Day, and the Sun riſen 
at once. The Fruits of the Earth are green before 
they are ripe, and come to their Perfection gradually; 
and ſo Chriſt tells us, 7s the Kingdom of God. Mark iv. 
26, 27, 28. So is the Kingdom of GOD ; as if a Man 
ſhould caſt Seed into the Ground, and ſhould fleep, and 
riſe Night and Day; and the Seed ſhould ſpring and 
grow up, he knoweth not how : For the Earth bringeth 
forth Fruit of herſelf; firſt the Blade ; then the Ear ; 

then the full Corn in the Ear. | 
The Imprudences and Errors that have attended 
this Work, are the leſs to be wonder'd at, if it be 
conſidered, that it is chiefly young Perſons that have 
been the Subjects of it. And doubtleſs it has been 
one Occaſion of much of the Miſconduct there has 
been, that in many Places, People who are the Sub- 
jects of this Work of God's Spirit, ſee plainly that 
27 A Þ their 
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their Miniſters have an ill Opinion of the Work; and 
therefore with juft Reaſon, dare not apply themſelves 
to them as their Guides in this Work; and fo are 
without Guides: And no Wonder that when a Peo- 
ple are as Sheep without a Shepherd, they wander 
out of the Way. A People, in ſuch Circumſtances 
eſpecially, ſtand in great and continual Need of Guides, 
and their Guides ſtand in continual Need of much 
more Wiſdom than they have of their own. And if 
a People have Miniſters that favour the Work, and 
rejoice in it, yet tis not to be expected that either 
People or Miniſters ſhould know ſo well how to con- 
duct themſelves in ſuch an extraordinary State of 
Things, while it is new, and what they never had 
any Experience of before, as they may, after they 
have had Experience, and Time to ſee the Tendency, 
Conſequences and Iſſue of Things. 

44. II. Let us all be hence warned, Zy no Means to 
oppoſe, or do any Thing, in the leaft to hinder that Work 
that has lately been carried on in the Land. 

The Example of the Jews in Chriſt's and the Apo- 
ſtles Times, is enough to beget in thoſe that don't 
acknowledge this Work, a great Jealouſy of them- 
ſelves, and to make them exceeding cautious of what 
they ſay or do. Chriſt then avas in the World, and 
the Warld knew him not: He came to his own, by Pro- 
feſlion, and his own received him not. That comin 
of Chriſt had been much ſpoken of in Scripture, an 
had been long expected; and yet becauſe Chriſt came 
in a Manner that they did not expect, they would 
not own him, but oppoſed him, counted him a Mad- 
man, and the Spirit that he wrought by the Spirit of 
the Devil. They ſtood and wondered at the great 
Things. that were done ; but yet they met with ſo 
many Stumbling-blocks, that they finally could not 
acknowledge him. And when the Spirit of Gop 
came to be ſo wonderfully poured out in the Apoſtles 
Days, they looked upon it to be Confuſion and Di- 
ſtraction. They were aſtoniſhed by what they ſaw 
and heard, but not convinced. And eſpecially was 
the Work of God then rejected by thoſe that were 
moſt conceited of their own Underſtanding and _ 
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ledge, agreeable to Iſai. xxix. 14. Therefore behold, I 
ewill proceed to do a marvellous Work among ft this Peo- 
fle, even a marvellous Work and a Wonaer ; for the 
Wiſdom of their wije Men ſball periſh, and the Under- 
\ flanding of their prudent Men {ball be hid. And many 
of them that had been in Reputation for Religion 
and Piety, had a great Spite againſt the Work, be- 
cauſe they ſaw it tended to diminiſh their Honour, 
and to reproach their Formality and Lukewarmneſs. 
Yea, ſome maliciouſly and openly oppoſed and re- 
proached the Work of the Spirit of Gop, and called 

it the Work of the Devil. 1 5 
There is another Coming of Chriſt, a ſpiritual 
Coming, to ſet up his Kingdom in the World, that is 
as much ſpoken of in Scripture Prophecy, as that firſt 
Coming of Chriſt was, that has been long expected 
by the Church of Gop ; and we have Reaſon to think 
will be, in many Reſpects, parallel with the other. 
And certainly, that low State that the viſible Church 
of Gop has lately been ſunk into, is very parallel 
with the State of the Few; Church, when Chriſt 
came; and therefore no M onder at all, that when 
Chriſt comes, his Work ſhould appear a ſtrange Work 
to moſt. * Whether the Work that is now wrought, 
be the Beginning of that great Coming of Chriſt to 
ſet up his Kingdom, that is ſo much ſpoken of, or 
no; yet it is evident from what has been ſaid, that 
it is a Work of the ſame Spirit, and of the ſame Na- 
ture. And there is no Reaſon to doubt, but that, for 
Perſons to continre long to refuſe to acknowledge 
Chriſt in the Work, eſpecially thoſe that are ſet to 
be Teachers in his Church, will be in like Manner 
provoking to Gop, as it was in the Jews of old, to 
refuſe to acknowledge Chriſt ; and that, notwithitand- 
ing what they may plead of the great Stumbling- 
blocks that are in the Way, and the Cauſe they have 
to doubt of the Work. : 
45. Thoſe that can't believe the Work to be true, 
becauſe of the extraordinary Degree and Manner of 
it, ſhould conſider how it was with the unbelieving 
Lord in Samaria, who faid, Behold, iF the Lord would 
rake Windows in Heaven, might this Thing be? To 
D 3 whom, 
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whom El;/2 ſaid, Behold thou ſhalt ſee it with thine 
Eyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof. Let all to whom this 
Work is a Cloud and Darkneſs, as the Pillar of Cloud 
and Fire was to the E-yptians, take heed that it be 
not their Deſtruction, as that was theirs, while it 
gave Light to Gop's Yael. : 

I would pray tho'e that quiet themſelves with that, 
that they proceed on a Principle of Prudence, and are 
waiting to iee what the [flue of Things will be, and 
what Fruits Men will bring forth in their Lives and 
Converſations, would conſider, whether this will juſti- 
fy a long refraining from . acknowledging CHRIS 
when he appears ſo wonderfully in the Land. *Tis 
2 that many of thoſe that are thus waiting, 

now not what they are waiting for: If they wait to 
ſee a Work of Gop without Difficulties and Stumb- 
ling-Blocks, that will be like the Fool waiting at 
the River Side to have the Water all run by. A 
Work of Gop without Stumbling Blocks is never to 
he expected: It mult needs be that Offences come. 
There never yet was any great Manifeſtation that Go 


made of himſelf to the World, without many Difficul- 
ties attending it. It is with the Works of Gop, as 


*tis with the Word of Gop ; they are full of thoſe 
Things that ſeem ſtrange and inconſiſtent and difficult 
to the unbelieving Hearts of Men. CRRISH and his 
Work always was, and always will be a Stone of 
Stumbling, and Rock of Offenee; a Gin and a Snare 
to many. The Prophet He, in the laſt Chapter of 
his Prophecy, ſpeaking of a glorious Revival of Reli- 
gion in Gop's Church, when Cop would be as tle 
Deau unto Iſrael, and he ſhould grow as the Lilly, and 
caſt forth his Roots as Lebanon, concludes all thus, 
Who is wiſe ? and he hall underſtand theſe Things; 
prudent ?£ and he fhall know them, For the Ways of 
the LORD are right, and the Juſt poll walk in them, 
but the Tranſcrefſors ſhall fall therein. 

"Tis probable that the Stumbling- Blocks that now 
attend this Work, will in ſome Reſpe&s be increaſed, 


and not diminiſhed. Particularly, we probably ſhall 


ſce more Inſtances of Apoſtacy and groſs Iniquity a- 
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mong Profeſſors. And if one Kind of Stumbling- 
Blocks are removed, 'tis to be expected that others 
will come. Tis with CurisT's Works, as it was 
with his Parables ; Things that are difficult to Mens 
dark Minds, are ordered of Purpoſe, for the Trial of 
Perſons Diſpoſitions and ſpiritual Senſe. Thoſe that 
are now waiting to ſce the Iſſue of this Work, think 
they ſhall be better able to determine by and by; but 
they are probably, many of them miſtaken. The 
Jews that ſaw CHRIS T's Miracles, waited to fee bet- 
ter Evidences of his being the Meſſiah; they wanted 
a Sign from Heaven; but they waited in vam; their 
Stumbling-Blocks did not diminiſh, but increaſe ; they 
found no End to them; and ſo were more and more 
' hardned in their Unbelief. 
46. It is to be wondered at, that thoſe who have 
doubted of the Work that has been attended with 
ſuch uncommon external Appearances, ſhould be eaſy 
in their Doubts, without taking thorough Pins to in- 
form themſelves, by going where ſuch Things have 
been to be ſeen, and narrowly obſerving them, and 
diligently enquiring into them; not contenting them- 
ſelves only with obſerving two or three Inſtances, nor 
reſting till they were fully informed by their own 
Oblervation. I don't doubt, but that if this Courſe 
had been taken, it would have convinced all whoſe 
Minds are not ſhut up againſt Conviction. How great- 
ly have they erred, who only from the uncertain Re- 
ports of others, have ventured to ſpeak ſlightingly of 
theſ2 Things? That Caution of an unbelieving Few 
migat teach them more Prudence, As v. 38, 39. 
Refrain from theſe Men, and let them alone; for if 
this Counſel, or this Work be of Men, it will come to 
nought 3 but if it be of GOD, ye cannot overthrow it: 
left haply ye be found to fight againſt GOD, : 

I come now. in the | 

47. III. and laſt Place, to apply myſelf to thoſe 
- that are the Friends of this Work, who have been 
Partakers of it, or are zealous to promote it. Let 
me earneſtly exhort ſuch 0 give diligent Heed to 
themſelves, to avoid all Errors and Miſconduct, and 
whatſoever may darken aad obſcure the Work, and 
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give Occafion to thoſe that ſtand ready to reproach it. 
The Apoſtle was careful 70 cut off Occafion from thoſe 
that defired Occaſion. The ſame Apollle exhorts 71. 
tus, to maintain that ſtrict Care and Watch Lver 
himſelf, that both his Preaching and Behaviour might 
be ſuch as could not be condemned; that he who was of 
the contrary Part might be «ſhamed, having no evil Thing 
to ſay of them, Tit. ii. 7, 8. We had need to be 
wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Dowes. * Tis of no 
{mall Conſequence that we ſhould behave ourſelves 
innocently and prudently. We muſt expect that the 
great Enemy of this Work will try his utmoſt evith 
ug; and he will eſpecially triumph if he can prevail 
againſt any of us, in any Thing to blind and miſlead 


us: He knows it will do more to further his Intereſt, ' 


than if he prevailed againſt an hundred others. We 
had need to watch and pray, for we are but little 
Children ; this roaring Lion is too ſtrong for us, and 
this old Serpent too ſubtle for us. R 
Humility, Self-Diffidence, and an entire Depen- 
dance on our LoxR p, will be our beſt Defence. Let 
us therefore maintain the ſtricteſt Watch againſt ſpi- 
ritual Pride, or a being lifted up with extraordinary 
Experiences and Comforts. We had need, after ſuch 
Favours, in a ſpecial Manner to keep a ftrit and 
jealous Eye upon our own Hearts, left there ſhould 
ariſe high Thoughts of ourſelves, as being now pe- 
culiar Favourites of Heaven. When we have great 
Diſcoveries of Gop made to our Souls, we ſhould 
not ſhine bright in our own Eyes. Mo/zs, when he 
had been converſing with Gop in the Mount, tho 
his Face ſhone ſo as to dazzle the Eyes of Auron and 
the People, yet he did not ſhire in his own Eyes; 
be wift not that his Face ſhone. Let none think them- 


ſelves out of Danger of this ſpiritual Pride. Goo 


ſaw that the Apoſtle Paul himſelf was not out of Dan- 

ger of it, no not when he had juſt been converſing 

with Gop in the third Heaven: See 2 Cor. xii. 7. 

Pride is the firſt Sin that ever entered into the Univerſe, 

and it hes loweſt of all in the Foundation of the whole 

Building of Sin, and is the moſt ſecret, deceitful, and 

unſearchable in its Way of working, of any — what- 
| ever, 
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ſoever. It is ready to mix with every Thing; and 
nothing is ſo hateful to Gop, and contrary - to the 
Spirit of the Goſpel ; and there is no one Sin that does 
{o much let in the Devil into the Hearts of Men, 
and expoſe them to his Deluſions. I have ſeen it 
in many Inſtances, The Devil has come in at this 
Door, preſently after ſome extraordinary Communi- 
on with Gop, and has wofully deluded and led them 
aſtray, till Gop has mercifully opened their Eyes : And 
they themſelves have afterwards been ſenſible, that it 


| was Pride that betrayed them. 


48. Some of the true Friends of the Work of Gop's 
Spirit have err'd in giving too much heed to Impulſes. 
and ftrong Impreſſions of their Minds. Theſe Impreſ- 
ſions, if they are truly from the Spirit of Gop, are of 
a quite different Nature from the gracious Influences of 
the Spirit of Gop on the Heart. They are of the. 
Nature of the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, which 
the Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes from the Grace of the Spirit, 
in the 13th Chapter of the 1 Cor. | 

But his ordinary gracious Influences are by far the 
molt excellent and glorious, as the Apoſtle largely 
ſhews in the firſt of Corinthians, beginning with the 
31ſt Verſe of the 12th Chapter, where ſpeaking of the 
extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, he ſays, But covet 
earneſtly the beft Gifts ; and yet I ſhew you a more ex- 
cellent Way, 1. e. a more excellent Way of the Infſu- 
ence of the Spirit : And then he goes on in the next 
Chapter, to ſhew what that more excellent Way is, 
even that which is in the Grace of the Spirit, which 
ſummarily conſiſts in Charity, or divine Love, A Man 
may have thoſe extraordinary Gifts, and yet be abo- 
minable to God, and go to Hell: The ſpiritual and 

ternal Life of the Soul den't conſiſt in the extraor- 
umary Gifts of the Spirit, but the Grace of the Spi- 
t: This, and not thoſe, is that Influence of the 
pirit of Gop which Gop beſtows only on his dear 
hildren: He has ſometimes thrown out the other 
d Dogs and Swine, as he did to Balaam, Saul and 
ſudas, Many wicked Men at the Day of Judgment 
ill plead, Have we not prophefied in thy Name, and 
thy Name caſt out Devils, and in thy Name done 


many 
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many ewonderful Works, The greateſt Privilege of the 


Prophets and Apoſtles, was not their working Mi- 
racles, but their eminent Holineſs. The Grace that 
was in their Hearts, was a thouſand Times more their 
Dignity and Honour, than their miraculous Giſts. 
To have Grace in the Heart is an higher Privilege 
than the bleſſed Virgin herſelf had, in having the 
Body of the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity conceived in 
her Womb, by the Power of the Higheſt overſnadow- 


ing her, Luke xi. 27, 28. And it cane to poſs os he 
alle theſe Things, a certain Woman of the Compam 
it up her Voice, and ſaid unto him; Bleſſed js the 


Womb that bare thee, and the Paps that thou haſt 
fucked! But he ſaid, yea, rather bleſſed are they that 
hear the Word of GOD and keep it. | 

49. The ordinary ſanctify ing Influences of the Spi. 


rit of Gop are the End of all extraordinary Gifts, as 


the Apoſtle ſhews, Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. They are 
good for nothing, any further than as they are ſubor- 
dinate to this End; they will be ſo far from profiting 


any without it, that they will only aggravate ther 


Miſery, This is, as the Apoſtle obſerves, the moſt 
excellent Way of Gop's communicating his Spirit to 
his Church; *'tis the greateſt Glory of the Church in 
all Ages, This Glory is what makes the State of the 
Church on Earth moſt like the State of the Church 
in Heaven, where Prophecy and Tongues, and other 
miraculous Gifts ceaſe, md are vaniſhed away, and 
Gop communicates his Spirit only in that more en- 
cellent Way that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, viz. Charity, 
or Divine Love, which never faileth. Therefore the 
Glory of the approaching happy State of the Church 
don't at all require theſe extraordinary Gifts. Ai 
that State of the Church will be the neareſt of any to 
its perfect State in Heaven, ſo perhaps it will be like 
it ip this, that all extraordinary Gifts ſhall have ceaſed 
and vaniſhed away; and all thoſe Stars and Moon, 
with the reflected Light they gave in the Night, 071 
more dark Seaſon, ſhall be ſwallowed up in the > 
of Divine Love. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of thoſe Gifs 
of Inſpiration as childiſh Things, in Compariſon 
the Influence of the Spirit in Divine Love, Ihing 
girel 
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given to the Church only to ſupport it in its Minority, tilt the 
Church ſhould have a compleat ſtanding Rule eſtabliſhed, and all 
the ordinary Means of Grace ſhould be ſettied ; but as Things that 
ſhould ceaſe, as the Church advanced above its childiſh State, and 
ſhould intirely vaniſh, when the Church ſhould come to the State 

of Manhood; 1 Cor, xiii, 11. When I was a Child, I ſpake as a 
Child, I underſtood as a Child, I thought as a Child ; But ⁊uben I 
became a Man, I put arbay childiſh Things. - 

For my Part, I had rather enjoy the ſweet Influences of the 
Spirit, ſhewing CR ITST's infinite Grace, and dying Love, drawing 
forth the holy Exerciſes of Faith, and humble Joy in Gop, one 
Quarter of an Hour, than to have prophetical Viſions and Reve- 
lations for a whole Year, It appears to me much more probable 
that Gop ſhould give ſuch Revelations to his Saints in the dark 


Times of Popery, than now in the Approach of the moſt glo- 


rious and perfect State of his Church on Earth. It does not ap- 
pear, that there is any Need of thoſe extraordinary Gifts, to intro- 
duce this happy State, and ſet up the Kingdom of Gop through 
the World; 1 have ſeen ſo much of the Power of Gop in a more 
excellent Way, as to convince me that Gop can eaſily do it without.” 

I would therefore intreat the People of Gop to be very cautious 
how they give heed to ſuch Things. I have ſeen them fail in very 
many Inſtances; and know by Experience that Impreſſions being 
made with great Power, and preſently after, yea in the midſt of 
ſweet Communion with Gop, and attended with Texts of Scrip- 
ture ſtrongly impreſs'd on the Mind, are no ſure Signs of their 
deing Revelations from Heaven: For I have known ſuch Impreſſi- 
ons fail, and prove vain by the Event, in ſome Inſtances attended 
with all theſe Circumſtances, 

50. Neither let us deſpiſe human Learning. They that ſay hue 
man Learning is of little or no Uſe in the Work of the Miniſtry, 
don't conſider what they ſay; if they did, they would not ſay it. 
By human Learning I mean, and ſuppole, others mean, .the Im- 
provement of the common Knowledge which Men have, by hu- 
man and outward Means. And therefore to ſay that human Learn- 
ing is of no Uſe, is as much as to ſay that the Education of a 
Child, or that the common Knowledge that a grown Man has, 
more than a little Child, is of no Uſe 3 and ſo that a Child of 
four Years old, is as fit for a Teacher in the Church of Gop, 
with the ſame-Degree of Grace, and capable of doing as much to 
advance the Kingdom of CHRIST, by his Inſtruction, as any un- 
derſtanding knowing Man cf thitty Years of Age. If adult Per- 
ſons have greater Ability and Advantage to do Service, becauſe they 
have more human Knowledge than a little Child, then doubtleſs 
if they have more human Knowledge fill, with the fame Degree 
of Grace, they would have ftill greater Ability and Advantage to 
do Service. An Increaſe of Knowledge, without doubt, increeſ:s a 
Man's Advantage either to do Good or Hurt, according as he is 
diſpoſed. *Tis too manifeſt to be denied, that Goy made great 
Uſz of human Learning in the Apoſtle Paul, as be allo did in Mo- 
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And if Knowledge, obtained by human Means, is not to be 
deſpiſed, then it will follow that the Means of obtaining it are 
not to be neglected, wiz, Study; and that this is of great Uſe in 
order to a Preparation for a publick inſtructing others. And tho' 
undoubtedly, an having the Heart full of the powerful Influences 
of the Spirit of Gop, may at ſome Times enable Perſons to ſpeak 


profitably; yen very excellently, without Study; yet this will not 


warrant us needleſly to caſt ourſelves down from t he Pinnacle of 


che Temple, depending upon it that the Angel of the.:Þpzp will 


bear us up, and keep us from daſhing our Foot againſt a Stone, 
when there is another Way to go down, tho* it be not ſo quick, 
And I would pray that Merbod, which tends greatly to help both 
the Underſtanding and Memory, may not be wholly neglected. 
I beg of thoſe that have a true Zeal for promoting this Work of 
Gov, that Gop has begun in the Land, well to conſider theſe 
Things. I am perſuaded that as many of them as have much to do 
with Souls, if they don't hearken to me now, yet will be of the 
ſame Mind when they have had more Experience. 
51. One other Thing that I would intreat the Friends of this 
Work of Gon to avoid, is managing the Controverſy with Op- 
poſers with too much Heat, and Appearance of an angry Zeal ; and 
particulariy inſiſting very much on the Perſecution of Oppoſers. If 
their Perſecution were ten Times ſo great as it is, methinks it 
would not be beſt to ſay ſo much about it. It becomes Chriſtians 
to be like Lambs, not to be apt to complain and cry when they are 
hurt; to be dumb and not open their Mouth, after the Example 
of our dear Redeemer ; and not to be like Swine, that are apt to 
ſcream aloud when they are touch'd., We ſhould not be ready pre- 
ſently to think and ſpeak of Fire from Heaven, when the Samari- 
tans oppoſe us, and won't receive us into their Villages. Gop's 
zealous Miniſters would do well to think of the Direction the A 
poſtle Paul gave to a zealous Miniſter, 2 Tim. xxiv. 25, 26. The 
Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all Men, 
apt to teach, patient; in Meekneſs inſtracting thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves, if GOD, peradventure, ewill give them Repentance, to 
tbe acknotuledging of the Truth. And that they may recover them- 
ſerves out of the Snare of the Devil, abbo are taken Captive by him 
at bis Will, 
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